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West Yankee on Fire.

A Morenci dispatch says:—One of the
most serious fires that ever visited
Morenci was discovered in the West
Yankee mine shaft at 8:30 Monday
night, by nizht watchman Pat Devlin
who noticed smoke issuing from the
mouth of the shaft. The blaze orig-
inated in one of the lower levels. The
fire department responded to the alarm
in quick time and up to the time of its
appearance on the scene no flames were
visible, only a dense volume of smoke
issued from the shaft collar.

About the time the hose was coupled
and ready for the aitnck on the fire,
lames broke out of the collar of the
shaft, and it soon became evident that
the entire timbering from the gollar
10 a copsiderable depth as well as the
gallows frame was doowed to destruc-
tion.

The gallows frame fell in o few min-
utes after the flaces reached the well-
seasoned structure that buroed like
kindling wood, The cages and gears
of the hoist went down with a rush to
the depths,

The blaze was comwunicated to the
nssay office and ore chutes but the
lames were extinguished afier consid-
erable damage had been done. The
electric feed wires were burned, ecurt-
ting off the power from the concentra-
tor for three hours.

Failing 1o galn headway against the
fire from the top, hose was brought in-
to the lower levels through the tunnels
and a lurge force of inen were put at
wurk bulkbeading the entraoce to the
various stopes. The heat was so intense
and the fumes so noxious that the
men had to work in short shifts fre-
quently relieved. At noon Thursday it
was believed that the bulkheading had
conlined the fire 1o the immediate vi-
¢inity of the West Yankee shaft, and
ufle O two stopes uesrest the shafe.
The fire is still smoldering and the full
extent of the damage can not now be
determined.

Air was admitted to the lower levels
us nn experiment on Thursday, but the
smouldering timbers quickly burst in-
to lames and the veots were again
closed. A track was then laid ascross
the shaft mouth and ecarloads of tail-
ings and dirt were dumped into the
shaft o choke it and smother the lire
below.

When the fire is conquered the shaft
will be retimbered and pur againin
commission.

The West Yankee is one of the old
est und best of the Detroit company's
properties, & compartment and about
700 feet deep, the cayes being operated
by a first motion, hoisting engine.
From it is holsted ore from the Wast
Yankee, Old Yankee and Ryerson
mines,

The huist house, engine and boilers
were not injured and comparatively
little damage was done above ground.

The loss to the company will be con-
siderable but the aceident will not af-
fect the copper output or oumber of
men employed but little if any.

The origin of the fire is not known,
but generally attributed “to a lighted
andle carelessly placed by some em-
ploye. No lives were lost and no per-
son seriously injured, though muny of
the workmen were rendered unconsel-
ous through the smoke and fumes.

Great Copper Production.

The copper mines of the United
States have produced more than rifteen
and a guarter billion pounds of copper.
and of this total twelve mining districts
huve produced in excess of 100,000,000
pounds each according to the United
States Geological Survey, These
rwelve distriots, located in eight States,
have yielded 24049 per eent of the total
output of the country since 15845, when
the toral product of the United States
was but little more thun 200,000 pounds.
These districts are Butte, Mont., which
has yielded 5,315,000,000 pounds, or 34.-
75 per cent of the total production:
Lake Superior, Mich., which has yvield-
ed 4,756,000,000 pounds: Bishee, Ariz.,
1,2585,000,000 pounds; Mareoci-Metealf,
Ariz..B82,700,000 pounds; Jerome, Ariz.,
570,000,000 pounds; Biagham, Utah,
465,000,000 pounds: Shasta County, Cal.,
456,000,000 pounds; Globe, Ariz., 334,

700,000 pounds: Ducktown, Tenn,, 211,-
T00,000 pounas: Ely, Nev., 125,000,000
pounds: the foothill bely, California,
104,000,000 pounds: and Sants Rita, N.-
Mex., (where mining is believed o
have been begun as fur back as 1800)
103,000,000 pounds. All other districts
have produced 804,300,000 pounds.

It is interesting to note from the
United States Geological Survey's re-
port on eopper production for 1910 that
the first ten largest producers to-day,
although the order isslightly changed.
These ten districts yielded 93.84 per
cent of the production for 1910, The
United States is by far the greatest
copper-producing country, our smelter
output of copper in 1010 being 56.75
per cent of the total for the world.

Nearly every one of the leading cop-
per-producing  distriots of the United
States, according to the Geological
Survey, made & record output within
the three years preceeding 1910, and
nearly every one 0* them could have
done so in 1910, and pearly every one
80 far as the ability of the mines 1o pro-
duce the ore was concerned. An in-
different copper market and metallurg-
leal difoulties, however, resulted in &
decrense in the output for 1910 for sev-
eral districts,

The Survey's estimate on January 2.
1912, indicates a copper output for 1611
greater than that of 1910 and nearly
equal to the record production of 1900,
[tis forther stated that most of the
companies are now in a position to
majiotain or even increase their pres-
ent output, so that, il the consumplion
of the metu] will permit, the product-
ion of copper in the United States for
1912 may be expected to show a mar-
ket ipcrease. It is noteworthy thuat
not one of the leandiog copper distriets
of the United Staves, several of which
have been active producers tor 30 years
ar more, hus bieen worked out or shown
a decrease in its ability to produce Cop
ll!fl'.

Nevada Claims Biggest Mines.

L. K, Koontz president of both the
C. O, DL Coopsolidated Co. of Goldfield
and the Manhattan Big Four Co. of
Maohattan, Nev,, is in New York this
week oo official business connected
with these enterprises ana  when seen
by a representative of this publication.
unhesitatingly that & new
mining era ls under way for Nevada,
and that many a mining operator who
during the past few yeuarssought othep
fields in mining development is return-
fog to that state, glad to tuke a hand
in the development of its natural re-
SOUrces,

“I am neither ashamed of my voea-
tion nor its loeation,' said Mr. Koontz
“and Nevada toduy
gest gold mine, the biggest silver mine
and the biggest copper mine in the
United States, these three properties
being in rowtion the Goldfeld, Consoli-
dated property at Goldtield, the Tono-
pah Belmont Co, at Tonopah and the
Nevada Consolidated Copper Co. at Ely.
Nevada has also within the past year
opened up a conl deposit av Conldale
of a semi-bituminous produet, which is
golng to furnish a fuel supply so lony
lacking. Cheap fuel means cheap costs
and with the big mices able to protect
by cheap this coul
supply is going to prove a big factor in
the development of Nevada's resources.

HAL the Munhattan Bly Four," said
Mr. Koontz, **the general miolog pub-
lie does not realize that owver 400,000
huas been tnken out of this mine above
the 300-foor level.  We are now aequir-
ing surrounding properties and are
Tor

asserted

themselves fuel,

completing negotiations the con-
struction of a mill which will enabie
us to treat o lower grade of ore than

hus been treated before at this camp.
“Those who have baen interested in
the Diamondtield Black Butte Co. in
the Dinmondfield section of Goldiield
will be glad to know that this organiza-
tion 1s npow free of debt and that the
property leasers are working the prop-
erty through the company shaft with
good results. .
Goldfield is still i its infancy, iere.
the remarkable output of
some of its lending
have bheen making wood
velopiog the CL O, D, Co.,but have been
handicapped in being unable to handle

spective of

mines.  Lewsers

woney in de-

buas s of the hin_,r-I

any ore that did oot average 308 per
ton or better. The company iwself is
working on the 6)0-foor level of its
property and we have run into some
copper ore that encourages us Lo con-
tinue developing the showing we have
obtained.

A project of extremealy interesting
importance av Goldfield is the work
which is going on at the Goldfleld Mer-
ger property. There is no question
but what this organization is deter-
mined to go to great depth and their
shaft bas already reached a depth of
700 feet, and is being sunk as rapidly
as three shifts ean send it down. The
company has unlimited capital in its
treasury to continue this work.—New
York Mining Age.

—

The Mason Valley Smelter.

A representative of the Times puaid
the Mason Vulley mine a short visit
this weck snd tound many things doing
at this big property and evervihing
running as smoothly as clockwork
The electric motor—an B-ton Jeffrey—
is kept busy bauliog out the loaded
gars of ore from the different mill
shioots to the tram terminal. This
motor runs by trolly and is hauiing ten
to twelve 2-ton cars each trip. Close
to the portal of the tunnel in which
the motor operates are large hips into
which the ore is dumped and then fed
automatically into a large ore ¢rusher
located just below the bins. The ore,
aflter beinyg erushed to a certain fine-
ness, drops onto a Jelfrey belt convey-
or which takes it to the loading bins,
Here, as the tram buckets swing
around on the overhead track, they are
loaded automatically and then run
around to the main euble, are pushed
onto the eable, the clamp closes on the
second cable and the ore is ol oo s
ride of a mile and a balf to the receiv.
ing bins at the end of tue spur of the
Belt railroad. Here
the buckets dump automatically into
Lthe ore bins, swing around nnd return
to the mine. The tram Is a two eable
Lischen and is working perfectly and
handling from 300 to 400 tons
day without crowding it in the
The tram was put in o
ore from the mine to the
cost about 75,0008, It is one of the
many substantial improvemeonts apd
| lnbor-saving devices thut the company

lias installed for the systematic and
ceonomical handling of the big Mason
Vaulley property.

There is an immense amount of ore
blocked out in the mine -millions of
tous—and 300 tons that 1s now being
shipped to the smelver daily isall be-

| ing broken, mined and por on the rail-
|rond ears with a forceof 42 men.  This
speaks wonderfully well for the man
per in which the property has been de.
veloped and equipped. It shows 1hat
muster hands have been employed all
I:tlnn'_r the line. It is asight to gladden
the hearts of pot only mining men, who
'Ill‘l.‘ familine with sueh scenes, but of
iull persons who have an interest in the
distriet to things running so
I.-uuumhl_v and sutisfactorily on this big
[ property. The little electrie engine
hauling out its string of cars
half bour or so seems like a thing of
life, and everything about the wine
works automutically making the cost
of hauling the ore the minimum. If
there is not g new low-record cost per
pound made in mining and handling
the ore in the Mason Valley mine the
rapresentative of the Times will simply
coming. -Yering-
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United States Stzel.
Another expert accountant has made
A report on the earnings and operations
| of the United States Steel corporation
after belng pearmitted to examine t! e
company books without reservation
He muakes the startling discovery
that the net earnings for the  lust nine
[ vears have averaved a little over 100,.
LOOD,000% a year, which is not news Lo
|T.hu:&r: who are aware that in 1906 and
| 1907 the company's net earnings were
| abour 1G0,000,000% a venr.
I He also that J. P,
Co, received less than 5
finuncing a
which considering

Morgan &
per eent ecom
Lot 000,00 8
the !

finds

mission for
corporation

amount of work ionvolved and the wide

distribution which was given to the|

securities was not an exorbitant re-
muneration. Compared with the com-
missions charged some smaller corpora-
tions by other baoks and bankers for
less service, 1t is very moderate.

This report is made in connection
with the investigation which a commit-
tee of the house of representatives has
been mikiog into the affairs of the
Steel corporation. It is also the third
made by the government; the flrsy by
the commission of corporations and the
second by the department of justice,

The cost to the Bieel corporation of
having all the information desired
gathered from its books in three dif-
ferent investigations by the same purty
or for the same party has not been
small. If it did anybody any goud
afterwards, the cost might be warrant-
ed. Up Lo date, no one has profited
anything by it

The Steel corporation coatinues to
go ahead with its legitimate operations
unmindful of government iovestiga-
tions and bearish talk on its securities,
It earned more thao its common divi.
dend in the last six months of 1911 in an
open market for iron and steel when
the Republic Iron & Steel company
which instituted the cut had o pass
the dividend on its preferred.—New
York Commereial.

Commercial Mining Company.

Reports in ¢ireulstion during the
past week that the Commereial Mining
company in Copper Basin was to begin
shipping the high grade red oxide,
cuprite and metallic ores to Douglus,
were confirmed yesterdav when Geo.

C Ruffuer dispatched two four-mule |

freivht tenms to begin loading voday,
The dump that has accumulated [rom
the tunnel and winze development, is
suid to aggregata over 10 toos, and
eatimutes of the grade run
as 4 per cent in copper, from which
cun be gained some conception of the
magnitude of the produetion us the
winze sunk from the tunnel is only
sixty feet in depth. Crosseotting ano
drifting from that point have been go
rich deposit

to as bLigh

ing on steadily since the
was eut into, and the extent of whiel
ns yet is undetermined.

Water was struck in the bottom ol
the winze. and until pumping facilities
are installed sinking will pot be resum
ed, The points being deyveloped at
present are in the zooe the
winze Wis sunk, and peports are in eir

where

culation that there is no quoestion but

whal the determination is the most

note worthy that has yet been accom-
plished. It is creating considerable
diseussion in mining circles among cop-
per operators who have inspected the
workings.
Cars have been sidetracked at Skull
[ Valley to receive the shipment, and as
i0on as one car is loaded it will be sent
:h(Jl]lh. Nothing has been learned de-
| linitely of the future iotentions of the
| company since Lthe rich strike has been
| made, but it is believed that in a few
weeks more axtensive exploitation will
be under way than at any time since
iup"r:ttimm were resumed nearly two
years ago.—Freseott Journnl Miner.

l McCabe District
|

| Again Draws Attention.
John L. Davis, in charge of the Glad-
stone, MeCabe and other interests of
the old ldeal Mining and Development
'eompany, while in the eity yvesterday
imparted the important ioformation
that the two famous produecers of years
ago, were asgain coming into promi-
nence, He corroborates reports in cir-
culation of the striking of & new ore
body lying parallel o the Gladstone,
and which is sitowated about 280 feer
distant from the shaft house of the lar-
ter, aod several hundred feet from the
maio workings of the MeCabe,
| The discovery of the vein was due 1o
a quartz streak oo the surface, bov
| which with a few feer of development
!widened. A shaft is being sunk on
the npew discovery nwod is over 3) feer
deep. The ores are rich  In wold, and
there is every indiestion of a valoable
producer beioy developed.  Mr. Davis
i5 of the belief thut the veln s nuthlog
lmore nor less than a continuation of
the MeCabe, basing this opinion on the
mineral characteristivs that are inevi-
dence, and which nlso are similar to
the Gladswne, He is very moeh plens-
Bl with eI nl b e e 1L
[ under development,
| Speaking of the MceCabe, he
that James O'Brien is operating under
lease, and from uvld surlface workings
has cut ioto a shoot of very bilsh grade
This ore will be o El
Paso laver, and the ronnage extracted
with  that
Jonrnal Miner,
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